
 

 

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

1st January 2021 
 
We have put together a list of frequently asked questions to help parents and pupils through the 
implications of the changes to the start of term in January 2021. There is more information on our 
website which can be found here. If you still have further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact us at enquiries@tta.org.uk and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 
To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of 1st January 2021. We will keep you 
updated according to any changes to the official guidance we receive from the Government.  
 
For ease of navigation, they have been grouped as follows 

1. Reopening Schools in January 2021 

2. Vulnerable children and critical workers 

3. Exams 

4. Mass testing 

5. Home learning 

Reopening Schools in January 2021 

Why have changes been made to the start of term in January 2021? 
As directed by the Government, and in response to the rising infection levels of COVID-19, and to 
suppress the spread of the virus, protect public health and save lives, the contingency framework for 
education is being implemented. Where the contingency framework is implemented, schools will be 
limiting the number of pupils on site.  
 
Does this impact both primary and secondary? 
Yes – changes have been made for the start of term for all schools in Barnet. This document, as well as 
what we will email you, is specific to TTA. 
 
What are the changes and how will it impact me? 
Here is the outline of dates and plans: 
 

• Monday 4th January: 

o Teacher Training Day. 

• Tuesday 5th January: 

o All students will receive an email and follow up call to go through their remote learning 

programme in detail to ensure that they can access everything required. 

• Wednesday 6th January – Friday 8th January:  

o All students will complete online learning as well as two virtual tutor check-ins each day. 

o Only vulnerable pupils and children of critical workers should attend school, and this is 

only if it is necessary for them to do so.  

o If it is necessary for your child to come into school, please complete this online form: 

CLICK HERE (please see the FAQ document also attached if you need clarification on the 

vulnerable/critical worker categories) 

https://www.thetotteridgeacademy.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@tta.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0PRuxtJRVk6TpiTG6XnVmTNbALU8qFVPhLmOJY-GHeBURFEwUEVUTTBLM0NNMU4yMlNFVVhZVkxKUC4u


 

 

• Monday 11th January – Friday 15th January:  

o Only pupils in Years 11, 12, vulnerable students and children of critical workers should 

attend.  

o Students attending should come into school for 8.40am and will finish at 3.05pm. A 

reduced canteen service will be available for lunch. 

o All other students will continue online learning from home. 

• Monday 18th January: 

o School opens to all students – I will email further details nearer the time.  

 
I have two children. One is in Year 11/12 and the other is in another year group. Can I send them both 
to school during w/c 11th January? 
No. Schools are only reopening for pupils in Years 12 and 11 only. If you have children in other year 
groups, they must continue to learn from home and they will be sent home from school if they arrive 
earlier than w/c 18th January. 
 
My child is entitled to Free School Meals (FSM). Will the school be continuing to provide them? 
If your child is entitled to Free School Meals (FSM), the school will make arrangements for a food 
voucher to be made available to you. We will email these to you in the next week.  

Vulnerable children and critical workers 

Who are vulnerable children? 
Vulnerable children are those who have a social worker or an EHCP. We have included an online form in 
the letter emailed to you to complete if this applies to your child.  
 
Who are critical workers?  
Critical workers are defined here. Broadly speaking, they are workers who are essential in the national 
response to this coronavirus.  (i.e. NHS staff, the Emergency Services, teachers, etc.) 
 
Why are schools being kept open for only vulnerable pupils or for the children of critical workers? 
Schools are being kept open for these two groups because either: 

• the Government considers it essential that the child is looked after and continues to receive 

support from their school during this time of closure; or 

• it is essential that their parent(s) carry on going to work so that they can support the national 

response to COVID-19. 

I am a critical worker. Do I have to send my child to school? 
No. You should only send your child to school if there is no other appropriate care 
available. You must let us know if you intend to send your child to school so we can plan for 
them. Only do so if it is absolutely necessary for you to go to work and no other arrangements are 
available. If you intend to send your child, please let us know by completing this form. 

Exams 

My child is due to sit a BTEC exam this term – will they still go ahead? 
Yes – all exams scheduled for this term will still run as normal and students should attend as normal. We 
will be in touch with you about this if it applies to your child.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0PRuxtJRVk6TpiTG6XnVmTNbALU8qFVPhLmOJY-GHeBURFEwUEVUTTBLM0NNMU4yMlNFVVhZVkxKUC4u


 

 

Are GCSE and A-Level exams still running this summer? 
Yes. The Government has reiterated on many occasions that all summer exams will run as normal this 
year. Pupils should continue their preparations as normal and the school will support them as best as 
possible. 
 
What will happen to the Years 7-10 Mid-Year Assessments? 
It is likely that we will delay these but will monitor the situation closely. We will let you and the students 
know about any assessment plans in advance. 
 

Mass Testing 

What is the school doing for mass testing? 
The Government announced that it will be introducing mass lateral flow testing for students and staff in 
secondary schools from January 2021.  These are rapid tests with results available within one hour. 
 
How does it work? 
If your child is a close contact of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, they will be offered 
daily testing for 7 days. If they test positive, they will be sent home and you should book a lab-based 
PCR test. If there any issues with this, please contact us. We will provide further details about this 
shortly.  
 
When will the school start this testing? 
We are hoping to have this operational w/c 11th January. Students in exam year groups will be 
prioritised for testing.  
 
Do I have to consent to my child taking part? 
Yes – these tests are optional, but you are strongly encouraged to take part. They will help identify 
students who are asymptomatic who will then need to self-isolate 
 
What if my child does not want to do it? 
You are strongly encouraged to discuss this with your child and take part. If you do not give consent, 
then your child will not be tested and will be sent home if they are identified as a close contact of a pupil 
who tests positive and they will need to isolate as per the Government guidelines. Being regularly tested 
will reduce the need for self-isolation and the disruption this causes families. 

Home Learning  

How will my child continue to learn at home? 
During this period of school closure, it is vital that students engage with their learning as best as they 
can. All work is provided online through the Portal and Show My Homework (satchel:one). Students will 
be emailed their timetable next week and have a call from a member of staff to talk through their online 
learning from home.  
 
How much work should pupils do?  
We would expect all pupils to spend at least 5 hours per day on their learning. For students taking 
external GCSE and AS exams this year, we expect them to do more than this. There will be two live tutor 
time check-ins per day via Teams. This will all be explained in the email and phone call next week.  
 
 



 

 

What work can I do at home in addition to the work set? 
In addition to the regular work provided by your teacher and joining live tutor time - you can access 
many more online learning platforms.  
 
Here are some of the online sites that students have access to that would build on their learning: 

• Hegarty Maths 

• Quizlet 

• Seneca 

• Times tables Rockstars 

• Oak National 

• Carousel  

 
If I do not have a computer at home, how can I help my child continue their learning? 
Almost all of the online learning resources are accessible via a smartphone or an app that pupils will be 
able to download. If you need help accessing online materials, please contact your child’s Director of 
Learning or tutor in the first instance and they will assist. We will be calling everyone next week and 
there is a form in my letter as we can provide your child with a laptop if needed. You can request a 
laptop or internet access here.  
 
What if I need more information? 
Please contact us at enquiries@tta.org.uk and we will try and get back to you as soon as possible. I am 
sure you will appreciate that we will not always have the answers right now as we await further 
guidance and instructions from Government, but we will do our best to help you.  
 

https://hegartymaths.com/
https://quizlet.com/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.carousel-learning.com/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0PRuxtJRVk6TpiTG6XnVmTNbALU8qFVPhLmOJY-GHeBURUhLNkwzU0VNVjVESVNMVDYxOTZPQTk3WC4u
mailto:enquiries@tta.org.uk

