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Welcome

By now, you probably have a clear sense of which subjects you  
intend to take for A-level. Many of you have impressed us with your  
engagement with the A-level Readiness Booklets this half term;  
these were designed to consolidate key skills from GCSE and are  
linked below for you to continue working on.

Once you have completed the A-level Readiness Booklets, you  
should turn your efforts to this Summer Preparation Pack.

It includes key things to read, watch or learn this summer for each of  
your A-level subjects.

It’s crucial that you remain engaged in purposeful, challenging work  
in the coming weeks in order to make the ‘step-up’ to KS5 come  
September.

We will continue to stay in touch with you and your parents ahead of  
enrolment. If you have any questions about your courses or our  
provision before then, please email the subject lead (listed at the  
back of this booklet) or Sixthform@tta.org.uk.

See you in September!

❖ Click here for the 2020-2021 KS5 Options Booklet
❖ Click here for Week 1
❖ Click here for Week 2
❖ Click here for Week 3
❖ Click here for Week 4

mailto:Sixthform@tta.org.uk
https://lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/A-Level-Readiness-WEEK-1.pdf
lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/TTA-KS5-Options-Booklet-2020-2021.pdf
https://lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/A-Level-Readiness-WEEK-1.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/A-Level-Readiness-WEEK-1.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/A-Level-Readiness-WEEK-2.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/A-Level-Readiness-WEEK-3.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/A-Level-Readiness-WEEK-4.pdf


Biology

Chemistry

• Complete the Oxford University Press preparation pack that you have already  
started. See here if you need to download it again.

• We assume that you have strong knowledge of every aspect of the GCSE course.  
If you are feeling a lack of confidence in any particular area, there are booklets  
covering the entire course here. You should definitely complete the unit 3  
booklets in particular for ‘Shed Loads of Practice’.

• The IsaacPhysics website has numerous problems to solve for the whole course,  
you should be able to complete the ones in sections A and B here. Only attempt  
these questions once you have done the first two tasks above. If you get stuck in  
any area, then I suggest you search for MaChemGuy's video on that particular  
topic on YouTube.

• Watch MaChemGuy's preparation for A-Level Chemistry here and take notes

• Select a text from the reading list here to read. All texts are suitable for students  
after GCSE and most are readily available - second hand copies are fine.

• Complete the Oxford University Press preparation pack that you have already  
started. See the “Resources – Links” page at the end of this PDF to download it.

• We assume that you have strong knowledge of every aspect of the GCSE course.  
If you are feeling a lack of confidence in any area, there are booklets covering the  
entire course here for ‘Shed Loads of Practice’.

• The Biology PiXL resource booklets here also offer lots of revision ideas.

• Over the next few weeks, work through the exam questions here, using class  
notes, revision guides and other resources. Try your best to answer all the  
questions, and then check and purple pen your answers. Also, have a look at the  
Examiner’s Notes at the end of the document, as this gives lots of ideas of how  
to avoid mistakes and gain more marks.

• Select a text from the reading list here to read. All texts are suitable for students  
after GCSE and most are readily available - second hand copies are fine.

• Finally, for a sneak preview of the Topics we will cover in A Level, see here.

https://achemicalorthodoxy.wordpress.com/2019/03/13/all-the-slop-you-need/
https://isaacphysics.org/books/chemistry_16#isaacModal
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLi6oabjl6coxUlfu8syK3K0iFXQIjwDUM
https://cogscisci.files.wordpress.com/2019/08/recommendedbooks.xlsx
https://reflectionsinscience.wordpress.com/2019/08/23/all-the-biology-slop-you-need/
https://cogscisci.files.wordpress.com/2019/08/recommendedbooks.xlsx
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFCE4D99C4124A27A


English Literature

Politics

• Make detailed notes on the major political and social ideas that have shaped  
love using this and other videos

• Make detailed notes on the timeline for women’s rights using this and other  
videos

• Make a set of detailed notes on the context of Othello using this and other  
videos

• Watch the full production of Othello here
• Make a set of detailed notes on the context of A Streetcar Named Desire using 

this and other videos
• Watch the full production of A Streetcar Named Desire on your chosen movie  

platform
• Make a set of detailed notes on the context Wuthering Heights this and other  

articles
• Make a set of detailed notes on the Gothic using this and otherwebsites

• Read Chapter 2 of UK Government and Politics (Download link at end of this PDF) p. 16-36. This  
will introduce you to the UK Political System, which is foundation knowledge for your first two  
papers of A Level Politics.

• Make detailed notes on each of the following sub-topics:
❖What is politics?
❖ British politics
❖ The parliamentary system
❖ Continuity and change
❖ Democracy in Britain
• Start to make a glossary of all the key words you come across and their definitions.
• Keep up to date with current affairs Following the news will both make A Level Politics more  

interesting to study (politics never stands still) and will give you useful relevant material to use in  
your essays. This is something I will be encouraging you to do throughout your course but begin  
for now by reading The Guardian regularly and watching at least one of the following each week:  
Channel 4 News, Newsnight on BBC2, Question Time on BBC1, The Andrew Marr Show on BBC1.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fK2IJ43ppd0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gpU0c15coBU
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=othello%2Bcontext%2Bms%2Bhanna&&view=detail&mid=4E7308248518B46F10204E7308248518B46F1020&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dothello%2Bcontext%2Bms%2Bhanna%26FORM%3DHDRSC3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCdHpKXw_Tg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VKigIgStwRs
https://crossref-it.info/textguide/Wuthering-Heights/35/2460
https://www.bl.uk/works/wuthering-heights
https://www.theguardian.com/uk
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1. If you do nothing else, do the ‘Head Start in A-Level Economics’ course on  
Tutor2u. It’s excellent and has a section on the Covid pandemic which is ideal: 
Head Start Transition Course

2. Use Seneca to have a look at the first content of the course and see what you  
can work through independently. Click the link and give it your best effort!  
How many quizzes can you do? Economics on Seneca

3. Some guy called EconplusDal does some good short YouTube videos on key  
concepts: EconplusDal videos

4. Make sure your maths are up to scratch. Here is a collection of lessons  
covering the maths content in A level Economics to make sure you’re ready:
Maths Made Easy for A-level Economics

In light of recent events in America, read this paper on race inequality in Britain:  
The Colour of Money: How racial inequalities obstruct a fair and resilient 

economy

Your summer reading list should include as many as possible of:
1. Freakonomics: Steven Levitt & Stephen Dubner
2. The Economic Naturalist: Why Economics Explains Almost Everything: R. Frank
3. The Natural Economist: Robert H Frank
4. Sex, Drugs and Economics: Diana Coyle
5. The Undercover Economist: Tim Harford
6. The Armchair Economist, Economics and Everyday Life: Steven E. Landsburg

7. Watch the Masters of Money documentary series from the BBC: episodes on  
YouTube (there’s one on Keynes, one on Hayek and one onMarx)

8. Listen to as many episods of The Intelligence, from the economist podcast as  
you can: The Intelligence Podcast

9. Learn Economics through the movies (with an American guy Mr Clifford):

• Star Wars: scarcity and exchange

• Monty Python and the Holy Grail: marginal analysis

• Monsters Inc.: production possibilities

• Indiana Jones: demand and supply

• Cars: recessions and fiscal policy

• Back to the Future: GDP, unemployment, inflation

• Anchorman: efficiency and externalities

• The Dark Knight: oligopolies and game theory

• Despicable Me: monetary policy

• The Hunger Games: capitalism
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Economics

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/collections/head-start-for-alevel-economics-transition-resource-year-11-students
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/d903555c-0201-4e4b-b4f4-8a5ad1345c9e/section/7e212165-546b-4483-bab0-b8dafc8309d2/session
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWeicFreBUYDlaLppnRTZpwgBASflf4lU
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/collections/maths-made-easy-for-a-level-economics
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/2020%20reports/The%20Colour%20of%20Money%20Report.pdf
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/2020%20reports/The%20Colour%20of%20Money%20Report.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=bbc%2Bmasters%2Bof%2Bmoney
https://theintelligence.economist.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Np-dZSdzymk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0BAMv6lV2t4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tW4G5IPpzFY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RP0j3Lnlazs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYFYla1H7KE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GTgniuxA50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBjFDtH-iZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMq059SAQXM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RaeIBeJT5hY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzXzkAs_cf0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWeicFreBUYDlaLppnRTZpwgBASflf4lU


History

Maths

The best thing you can do is complete the Oxford Maths Pack we sent previously,  
found HERE. Alternatively paste in this link  
http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/secondary/maths/HomeLearning-
Pack_A-Level-Bridging_Algebra_Contents-page.pdf?region=uk

Once you’ve done that, use this link to practice these additional topics:
• 89 Trigonometry
• 99 Algebraic Fractions
• 101 Simultaneous equations with a quadratic
• 102 Transformations of functions
• 104 Sine, Cosine Rules & Areas of triangles

For each topic complete the practice questions and test yourself with the quiz*
*sign up for free to ‘Diagnostic Questions’ to access this

Complete your preparatory course in World History by completing the following  
modules.
❖ The Age of Exploration
❖ Enlightenment and Revolution
❖ Industry and Imperialism
❖ Nationalism and WWI
❖ World War II
❖ The Cold War Years
❖ The Post-War world

For each module:
1. Open the PDF (at the end of this PDF (resources-links))
2. Read and make notes on the ‘Big Ideas’ overview.
3. Read all pages, completing the ‘Reading check’ tasks in the left hand margin.
4. Complete the assessment activities.

lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/maths-a-level-pack.pdf
http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/secondary/maths/HomeLearning-Pack_A-Level-Bridging_Algebra_Contents-page.pdf?region=uk
http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/secondary/maths/HomeLearning-Pack_A-Level-Bridging_Algebra_Contents-page.pdf?region=uk
https://www.mathedup.co.uk/transition-takeaway/


Physics

PE

• Complete the Oxford University Press preparation pack that you have already  
started. See the “Resources – Links” page at the end of this PDF to download it.

• We assume that you have strong knowledge of every aspect of the GCSE course.  
If you are feeling a lack of confidence in any particular area, there are booklets  
covering the entire course here for ‘Shed Loads of Practice’.

• The Physics PiXL resource booklet here also offers lots of revision ideas to check  
your GCSE understanding.

• The TTA Physics A Level Transition Pack here includes lots of information and  
practice to prepare for A Level.

• Select a text from the reading list here to read. All texts are suitable for  
students after GCSE and most are readily available - second hand copies are  
fine.

• Use the following links to make detailed notes and guide further in-depth  
research. Take your time to ensure understanding of key information is secure  
and watch the longer videos in small chunks to avoid information overload.

• The structure and benefits of a balanced diet for sports performance 1, 2 and 3
• The positive and negative effects of sports supplements 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
• Injury prevention and rehabilitation 1, 2 and 3
• Biomechanics and levers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
• Sports psychology 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
• Skill acquisition 1 (please view each of the short videos in this section)

• While the above guidance is likely to keep you very busy, further independent  
research can be completed by searching through the following websites and  
YouTube channels:1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7.

https://rosalindwalker.wordpress.com/2019/08/20/new-physics-slop-booklets/
https://cogscisci.files.wordpress.com/2019/08/recommendedbooks.xlsx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2z78d2nfL4
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/healthyliving/an-active-lifestyle/eating-for-sport-and-exercise.html
https://www.verywellfit.com/fitness-sports-nutrition-4157142
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0edpy67dT5U
https://www.runnersworld.com/nutrition-weight-loss/a20826888/the-right-way-to-carbo-load-before-a-race/
https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/10-benefits-of-creatine
https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/caffeine-and-exercise
https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/baking-soda-and-performance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3iqsjBiU_E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KoH7UAE3zMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6VfIkwJZH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouq8tVHoYhg&list=PLtUd9uayiZCuetJCpW8tupn5i6e4L-bK7&index=2&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdjP7-kjrjU&list=PLtUd9uayiZCuetJCpW8tupn5i6e4L-bK7&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAzFNyKK3sQ&t=39s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmDn0oBXJcg&t=410s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hf9CUHsrKcQ
https://www.teachpe.com/sports-psychology/personality-individual-differences
https://www.brianmac.co.uk/group.htm
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/Sport%20and%20PE/Sample-chapter-Need-to-Know-AQA-A-level-PE.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXbVbkJ70as
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryfcUdajPyM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl8ob0w65b1L6NLQbEpiFhQ
https://ashpe.weebly.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/mrwnukpe/a-level-pe?authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl8ob0w65b1L6NLQbEpiFhQ/featured
https://www.youtube.com/user/ASHPE1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryfcUdajPyM
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCChU8cYZY5xpQ7pBIklu3Xw/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUVsiR-1u_oSZ32CHQmD4Ug


Product Design

Sociology

• Create a detailed timeline of these 6 Design movements in history. For each  

period, find a designer that worked in these times and a product they produced:  
Bauhaus / Arts and Craft movement / Art Deco / De Stijl / Memphis / Streamline

• Make detailed notes on the 3d printing process “Stereolithography” by following 
this link and other online sources.

• Continue to develop your sketching skills by following tutorials from this playlist 
here.

• Test your existing knowledge on plastic processes and ensure that you have a  
sketch for how each of these processes works:

Injection Moulding / Rotation moulding / Vacuum forming / Blow moulding
• Test knowledge and ensure you have 2 materials for each material category:

Thermoplastic / thermoset / hard wood / softwood / manufactured board / alloy /  
ferrous / non ferrous

• Watch this BBC product design competition hosted by Philip Starck. Look at how  
they approach design problems in the real world.

Get ready for Sociology!

Sociology helps us understand the relationship between us and society; how we  
form society and how society forms us.

During your course you will be encouraged to question assumptions you have about  
society and appreciate the view point of others.

This is done through studying sociological research and thinking objectively and  
critically about different sociological explanations and theories.

You will need an open mind, an understanding of the issues in society and empathy  
towards those who struggle.

To prepare for the course, See the “Resources – Links” page at the end of this PDF.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NM55ct5KwiI
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUmGIca4HGqZKHiBZtL_zHjh2HBoBNerA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwtOGBxtI10


Resources - Links

• Sociology: Click here

• Physics: Click here - PIXL Pack – Click here

• Biology: Click here – PPQs Pack – Click here

• Chemistry: Click here

• Politics: Click here

• History: Click here

https://storage.googleapis.com/lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/abiola-a-level-sociology-booklet.docx
https://lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/physics-a-level-booklet.pdf
https://lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/physics-pixl-transition-pack.pdf
https://lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/biology-a-level-pack.pdf
https://lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/biology-PPQs-pack.pdf
https://lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/chemistry-a-level-pack.pdf
https://lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/politics-a-level-pack.pdf
https://lucacloud.co.uk/personal/sixth-form-assets/history-a-level-pack-all-modules-merged.pdf


Teaching

Biology Dr R Beck richard.beck@tta.org.uk

Chemistry Mr A Boxer adam.boxer@tta.org.uk

Economics Mr T Knott tom.knott@tta.org.uk

English Literature
Ms N Lewis Smith  

Ms E Harwood
natasha.lewis-smith@tta.org 
emma.harwood@tta.org.uk

Further Maths Mr A Gidaropoulos thanos.gidaropoulos@tta.org.uk

History Ms L Quick laura.quick@tta.org.uk

Maths

Ms B Kubba  
Mr S Kempner  

Ms E Ndoni

ban.kubba@tta.org.uk 
sammy.kempner@tta.org.uk 
esmeralda.ndoni@tta.org.uk

Politics Ms L Quick laura.quick@tta.org.uk

Phys ical Education Mr R Davies rob.davies@tta.org.uk

Physics Mr B Mahoney brendan.mahoney@tta.org.uk k

Pro duct Design Mr G Walker george.walker@tta.org.uk

Sociology Mr J Abiola joye.abiola@tta.org.uk

Pastoral

Director of Learning Ms N Lewis Smith natasha.lewis-smith@tta.org.uk

Form Tutor Mr B Mahoney brendan.mahoney@tta.org.uk

Form Tutor Mr S Kempner sammy.kempner@tta.org.uk

Co-Tutor Ms E Ndoni esmeralda.ndoni@tta.org.uk

Contact Us

mailto:richard.beck@tta.org.uk
mailto:adam.boxer@tta.org.uk
mailto:tom.knott@tta.org.uk
mailto:natasha.lewis-smith@tta.org
mailto:emma.harwood@tta.org.uk
mailto:thanos.gidaropoulos@tta.org.uk
mailto:laura.quick@tta.org.uk
mailto:ban.kubba@tta.org.uk
mailto:sammy.kempner@tta.org.uk
mailto:esmeralda.ndoni@tta.org.uk
mailto:laura.quick@tta.org.uk
mailto:rob.davies@tta.org.uk
mailto:brendan.mahoney@tta.org.uk
mailto:brendan.mahoney@tta.org.uk
mailto:george.walker@tta.org.uk
mailto:joye.abiola@tta.org.uk
mailto:natasha.lewis-smith@tta.org.uk
mailto:brendan.mahoney@tta.org.uk
mailto:sammy.kempner@tta.org.uk
mailto:esmeralda.ndoni@tta.org.uk

